HOW STRONG IS  BRITAIN ?
created to-day because the increased difficulties of
national defence demand increasingly effective and
powerful measures.
The last item in our list of tasks to be performed
within the framework of British strategic planning
was the preparation of an expeditionary force to take
part in continental warfare. With this we now come
to the proper tasks of the British Army.
Apart from anti-aircraft operations, with which we
have previously dealt, the British Army has two tasks:
first of all the maintenance of British rule in India
and in all other British overseas possessions, and
secondly the maintenance of a so-called " strategic
reserve ", i.e. an expeditionary corps which can be
sent into action at any danger point or at any strategic-
ally favourable point, of course, not necessarily on
the continental mainland.
This dual task of the British Army was first formu-
lated by Lord Haldane, the famous British War
Minister of the pre-war era. When he took over the
War Office he found the system introduced by Lord
Cardwell in 1869 still in vogue, and, in fact, it has
been largely retained down to the present day. The
Cardwell system is based on the principle that the
primary task of the British Army is service in Great
Britain's overseas possessions, chiefly in India, and
that principle has not been fundamentally shaken even
now. Under the Cardwell system every regiment in
the British Army has one battalion overseas and one
battalion at home. It is the task of the battalion at
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